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; I AM told hat you are the author of a pamnt- 
philet entitled *Qnsrrvarions on, the present 

State, of ‘the Nast-India Company, with Pprras 
TORY REMARKS,” &c., and, relymg on the ve- * 
racity of my information, venture to rddress 
you on the subjects it introduces. 

With the body pf your pamphlet I shall have 
very litueé intercourse : it is your preface that 
claims my pariscular attention, With that I 
propose to use the fieedom which ctndour 
shall diatate, and justice demand, Not that 1 
mean 10 follow you through the accummlation 

_of repetition, that, owing to the hurry, £ must’ 
presume, in which you prepared for the press, 
swells almost every page: nor is it my, inten- 
tion to touch on all of the unkind reflections 
and harsh revilings which, in the ardour of the 
moment, escaped the corréction of § yowr walls 
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You orn indulge ma yery extensive ranges 
and af you somctimes outrage probab lity, or 
plunge info error, yor may possibly expect to 
find an exeuse with the public, before whom 
you have often appeared in variou? forms, and 
to whom your literary tdlents and the resprcta- 
bility of your authority are al ke well known, 
J stend in a widely dillerent and Jay less layoure 
able situation: I xn a stranger, . Wore I, there. 
fore, to take your cxampte as nfy guide, instead 
of acquiring fame, T*should be accused of Lome- 
rity and disrespect, and sevaey’ censicd for 
my presumption, I-+mast eferefore, confine 

_myseff to an’ humbler path and move cream" 

, seribed bounds, LI have no ambition to shine 
in print, and*dare not be sunjuse that EC omight 
become couspicuous, Team a plain man, and 
anxious only to do Dy others as 1 woukt have 
ticm act by me—* Nothing extermtye, nor set 
down aught m malice.” 

Lconceived this explanation to be nevessary, 
lest you should herealler imagine me 40 igno- 
dant as to be incapable of appreciating your 
merits, or that I bad merely read a part of 
your work, and « really could not cut open the 
leaves that contained the sequel,” 

You have stepped forward, in the prewent 
slate of our alfans ia India, the fliend, so far as 
professions go, of your couifry ; which, thank 
God! has yet numerous friends ; “although T, 

° 
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an free to confess thee ue but few of them 
who resemb ¢ you eit ide in mind or intrgrity. 
And as every patriot hgs it in his option to 
pucsne that couse whieh is most congen al to 
his own feclings, or for which de may suppose 
h mself’ best calculated, you have selccted for 
your provinec, which tiose who ace unac- 
quamted with you may think estraordina y, 
an attack upot phe COR STIAN* RELIGION, in 
its fecble progress amongst, om Asian, sub- 
jects, with the exception of that branch of it 
professed by the Athol Cy W ho, fortunately for 
their cause, Lave you for their advacate., . + 

You have’ cenounced the Biri Socirry, 
séveral divines of the Church of Tingland, and 
other ‘persons of ackiowledged worth and vire 
tre, as & ving efficacy ‘0 the worst of mischicfs, 
by assisting or countenancing the Lnglish mis- 
stonarics yes dente in Indies and execrated the 
miss‘onames themselves, “fos prcuching Ue Go-« 
spel and zratuitously cireulating the Ser iptiness” 
as such conduct ‘must, in yous v cw of the sub- 
ject, prove the destruction of our empire in 
that part ofthe globe; bec use, as you pretend, 
the proPLLE seem persuaded, fron, all they have 
heard and seen, “ that it is in the contemplation 
of Goveinment to force them witwn the pale 
of Christianity.” Upon this’alarming” pt pposi- 
tign, you strenuously exert every endeavour to 
jeersuade your readers thal the Bmsin Sociery, 

Be 
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dnd the missfonaries,;—for you unaccounted y 
connect the one with the other together with 
Drs. Buchanan and fKerr, and the Rey. Mer. 
Brown, and Mr. Carey, have been the cause of 
all the violence anel atrocity cofimiltad by 
the natives of Lidia tofvards us; partiontarly 
in the ifstance of the madiny and massacre 
that took place at VELLORE. 

We shall by tnd bye sce how far the” part 
you have undertakefi Rad bccn called for by 
necessity, and whether the important charges 
you have preferred have begn supported by 
irrefragablé tostumony; as ou must be well 
awate’ that “assertion is one thingy and demo 
stration another, n 

I think, however, that you and IJ shall-agree 
upon a greater number of points than adverse 
paitics genorally do, in discussing oljedls which 
they view through (otally differty, mediums ; 
“and I seize the earliest opportunity to illustrate 
my conjecture, You deprecate enthusiastic 
veal, as leading in many caws to persecution 
and oppression; and I entertain for it pree'sely 
the same sentiment. But, to evince that my 
accordance with your ideas, in this particular, 
is not an enfpty compliment to your under. 
standing, nov a sacr.fice to my own vanity, 1 
will subunit to your consideration my concep- 
tion of the term I have us€d. I take, then, en- 
thusiastic zeal, as applicable to ofr subject sto 
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be the offspring of a heated imagination, that 
had usurped the seat of reason; dangerous in 
its purposes, and inconsiftent In its operations ; 
continually, busied in attempts to blend incon- 
gruntics, and declaiming ‘and ,constantly expa- 
tinting on dangers, that are total y unfounded, 

J anticipate your approval of my definition, 
and shall do homage to you for having fully 
substantiated my theor by your practice, 
Nay—do' not frown — ou threw down the 
gauntlety I,have entered the lists witl you: 
and if I do nok prove you to be a rash knight, 
waging ina bad €ause, and that, instead of ag- 
sisting the’ oppressed, you ave yourself the 
greatest oppressor; the triumph may yet be 
yours. Ishall be vanquished, and all the con- 
segne i disg cace will fall ypoa my own hend, 

You" cofnmence your 4 assault upon the ground 
of a document gubl’shed by the GoverNMENT 
of Mapras, and, if we could always condide in 
appearances, your selection would not have 
disgraced your ‘penetration: but even then you 
would have aimed at deriving more advantage 
from it than it is capable of affording: you 
would make it your sword and buckler ;—in 
other woids, you would not ouly make’ it the 
prihcipal basis on which you build your aucue 
sations, and whence you seatter your insinu- 
fiions, but the premises a also from whith you 
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would ovirant your inferences and extorh your 
conchiy our. 

Amongst the uinid ous reports flint were in 
Grenlation, and you wall, To presume, adanit 
there were many, tolative to. the “mutiny ant 
massacre a VITOR), appeared © Chit mary 
persons af evil Intontinn had endeayen ed, fov 
malicious purposes, to press upon the native 
troops abcliefthat i was the wish of Govern. 
mont *to convert tbat, by “forgihlt means, 
to Chtrisi'anity*;” and the GOVERNOR IN 
COUNCIL, the cfore, in refercvece to the com. 
plexion of” the times, and fit other reasons 
whidt ‘I may touch on in the ecurse of ths 
Letter, judged it prudent to give to the naire 
TROOPS, 1n tlic mast solemn way they could be 
communicated, unequivocal assucances that 
the same respect that bad been invariably show 
by tho Br'tish Government fgr Meir religion 
and far thei, customs, would be always conti. 
nued; and that no inter uption should b> given 
ta any native, whether Hindoo or Maho nedan, 

in the y act co ofh relig’ons coremouts ft.” 

And certunly those assurances ought Lo have 
worked the desired effects; and no doubt such 
would "have been the ease, had the report been 
true; and have perfectly tranquillised tthe 
minds of the NATIVES, had they really been 

"  * Profi 3. + Ibid. pe 
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alarmed. Lsay, if the report had been true; 
ag there is no where any poof that it was so, 
Most probably the govprnot h msclf didnot 
Jend the least cred‘t to u, but received it as a 
species of plea, resorted te by some of the mu 
tincers, or thei frie ids, in extenuation of the 
crones they had perpetrated or aided; and, de- 
avous of rc! eving theip fears on that account, 
and averting «te calamities which, despair 
might ledd to, niet the’réport by a formal pro- 
clamahon,  , ‘ ° 

But, determiged only on giving every possi 
ble degyee of ptusibility to the Wild appre 
‘heustons of your perlucbed mind,’ and of"ren- 
dering odious, by every means within your 
compass, those persons against whom you har 
bour a mortal enmity,tand whom you have, in 
the tive spirit of enthusiastic zeal, condemned 
unheard, upon the fleerng suggestions of falla- 
cious reports you would not stop to examina 
all the circumstances that were immediately or 
collaterally coituected with that proclamation, 
nor those of a difforent description, that pregsed, 
a the time in which it was written, upon the 
consideration of his lordship; but hastily, and 
\s it would seem eagerly, converted the whole 
af the rumour into an approved fact; and then 
sarcastically observe, “that the necessity of 
ssuing such a proclamation should héeve ex. 
shed, must appear most wonderful, to those 
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who, like yourself, resided.in India same years 
ago, when iwas a“ fixed principle,” bat 1 ol Gos 
yemnment and all (1 Brtish subjects, neyer (0 
piterfera with the natives on points | that tienehs 
al upon their rchgioa, ther laws, of their local 
customs *,” : 

T haye iciagostedl that the proclamation was 
dictated by a bonign policy upon the pait of 
the govamor iy council, and Jhat the report it 
embréecs wa not bélitved by his “lordship. 
Indeed, it was too dbsurd even forcredulity it- 
self, and almost too barcfacedafor tho purpose 
which I have supposetl it bidnght forward to 

_ proffote: yet you have fostered i; and dwelt 
upon its verity, in tho sanguine hopo of giving 
it currency 3s if you belioved 1 yoursell’ and 
were desirous that the World shoukl beheve it 
also, There ao men who, knowing th. wrong 
will stall the wrong pursue; and, Wf lam not 
whistaken, you are of the number, I w Il quote 
your own words: © A very high authority, anc 
one that I greatly respect, hastobserved, that 
afler the most MINU1E INVISTIGATION, it doe 
not appear that the m7sséonarus wera dircclh 
or indirectly concerned in the VanLorn Mu 
‘rINy.* Tadmit the fact most fully 7.” 

Now, sir, as it is the missiona es only Whe 
promulgate the [oly Seriptures, anc endear 
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vour fo mike converts, and as GOVERNMENT 
cold not hive employed any other poisons, 
t he fo soled or compel the native troops to 
e nbrace CURISTTANTLY 5 tic report adyerted 
ta in tle p oc anation nfist rave been false: 
and ay you have farnished tho testimony which 
leas to ths conclus‘on, the public will deter 
mie, Whether you can posit ly believe it to be 
otherwise, And al the public should deade in 
the negalive, lo you “sutppore that, after such 
an apparent sedfrefudation, on a very whaterial 
fral, they w'll egthive your bare assertions con- 
jlinnally* poured forth to er’ imivate those _mis- 
sionaries, and men of different degrees of tank 
And profession, but all of nnimpeached and un- 
impeachable moral’ characte ', merely because 
they had i in some way; whjch you only can ex- 
pha yy *notrcd your disp’ easure; Or, as you 
pretend, becauge some of them have preached 
the Gospel, and others assisted them wth pe- 
cuniary supphes, or were cor cerned “1n trans- 
lating and emculating the Holy Scriptures 
throughout Windostan?” f 

There is one thing in which you can chal- 
lenge credit, — perseveiance; and I wish it 
had been urged to a better purpose, Atthough 
you have declared your belief that the misston- 
aries were not concerned, either directly ov ine 
direetly, m the Villore mutiny, and consequently 
“that that mutiny was not, nor could have 
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been, “a rehgious mutiny ;" you have never 
theless used if in that sense, do Libel dhe od. 
VERNMEN'T of MADRAS, when you say © that 
the necessity of suing such a proclamation 
should hive arisen, peust appear mas? wonderful 
indeed, to all those whos Lice yourself, renided 
in India many years ago, when it was © a fixed 
principle,” both of GOVERNMENT and all Brigish 
subjeots, never ,L0" mterfere wath, the natives on 
ponte that drenched *upton théir religion, their 
Laws, oe their local eustoms* 5” and, that ifthe 
Madras government had not given the natives 
the most seMous cause of alathn, in various in- 
sftutees; tho ‘efforts of discontented men, ton” 
fuse suspicion in their minds, would have beeri 
fruitlesst.” “This 1s evidently contrasting the 
GOVERNMENT in Bengalewith that of Madris; 
to show that the former actdd with deboming 
wisdom, and that the latter protteded in a 
cm eor,of criminal folly. 

A fatality, however, appears to follow your 
footsteps, and frustrate all your dengns; for 
you again refute yourself © Let me,” you 
sey, in a kind of dictatorial exuliation, “ call 
to the recollection of the East-India Company, 
and the Legislature, what passed in England n 
the year 1781, at a moment of general alarm 
Jor the safety of Incha”—« the COURT [of ju- 
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dicature in Caleutta] attempted, by sending « 
number of armed Europeans, to exccute it's 
own process [against an INpoo PRENCT.] 3 
sand various acls of oulrag e wire committed, vio- 
dating, tHe GREA LES LE V1 Gn 1, the religion, 
tavas, anid eustams af thematious 4 of Bengal. The 
dlarm wus unerersal in the provinces’ Again; 
© Jn the days of tre Mahomedan holy month, 
a rd! gious praceysion passing! ju font of the 
courteous in the city’atCaLcurs@a, ml779, 
when the judges were sitting, tie sound of their 
anusic, aud the yoices of so numerous a multe 
duce, disturbed {he COURT, and the Sher’ was 
Yuceted to keep silence amongst tie Mo. “ITS 
descended the slaus, and Ughdly struck with his 
white wand of office, two or three’ persons who 
were sounding the praise of ALLAU, ag? ceably 
to the rtesof their religion, In & moment the 
insult was dPnted; the SheryP with much diffi. 
culty escaped 5 and the fUDGl.s were mn ponsi= 
dlerable danger.” Such acts wera cortainly suf- 
ficient to give dho natives f the most serious 
cause of alarm in several instances y” but such 
acts have ever been unknown upon the coasts 
With all those facts before you, how could you, 
and “ thase who, like yourself, had resided in 
India many years ago,” be so * wonder-struck 
by the appearance of necessity for the procla- 
mation wsued by tho Madras government?” 
find with such facts to tcason upon, how do 
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you intend to show that the policy and pro- 
dence of the government of Madras, have 
Leen lesa conspicuous than at Bongat? But 
pray what ishecome of your * Gxed principle?” 
If you can find it fimidst the confusion you 
have produced, it is mote than I can, 

You no doubt introduced those ancedotes of 
the .UDGES for purpascs tolal’y different to 
those ia wh oh'T have employed thems they 
were to hole up ay ddlifquents all thase whom 
you five made it your business Jo perseoule, 
You tell us that the coudace al! the Bench ite 
deed a petition to parliant nt; anh that in, 
consequence tt became © a fired principle? with 
the Lep‘slature, “ never to mtcifere in the ré 
I gion or thé natuve eustums of India," and 
then endeayou’, with alf your wontled ardour, 
to impress the public with the ides, Mbat the 
Government of Madias, in vpriot instanecs,” 
and the “ Bible Society” of England, and the 
English missionanos in India, in many others, 
have spurned the wisdom and strampled upon 
the principle thus laid down by the Teg ‘slatures 
than which there cannot be any insinuation 
more unjust or unfounded. I shall, in some 
other part of this letter, have a little conversa. 
ton with you regarding the “ Biole Society” 
aud the missionaries, and those who © translate 
and citeulate our Holy Scriptures throughout 
Sindostan.” In the interim I must remark 
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that Macias is a settlement subordinate to 
Bengal, and therefore acts under istpuetions: 
and [wall venture to ayer, that those who we e 
in the government of that settlancat, at the 
time of the Vellore mut'yy, bad ever made it 
their stiuly Lo concihaty the e%icem and affec- 
tion of the natives; for whom Ul ey have invaria~ 
bly demonstrate. she warmest i cgeed aad friend 
ship; sand whom they have atatl tam es pr otected 
in their 7 hig ous ites, ound assisted in ‘alb their 
loval ceremonies, Their liberality readilygnakes 
every allowaheg for the absurdities of the na- 
tives, in, the reffgion they professt they con- 
sider them, however, as the iesutt of hveerrth, 
avror, unaided by the light of truth, and they 
hold suered and inviolable thate.which they 
pity and deplore. wen you, who, to speak 
the dictatgs of my suspicibns, have no religion 
at all, world have found an asylum in their 
Christian charity’ : 

I shall now take my leave of the proclama- 
tion, whence ygu promised mach, but have pro- 
duced nothing, or something woisce than noth ng. 
And here I beg you will understand, that al- 
though Ihave spoken of the government of 
Madras, I have not aiogated to myself the 
honour of advocating their cause. They want 
not my assistance: they can always defend 
themselvesagainst dll persons; althonghd much 
doubt whether they would contend with you! T 


14 


could not suffer your baseless imputal’ons, and 
crafty insinuations, to pass unnoticed: [have 
detected them aud exposed you. 

Taving defeated your purpose on the ground 
of the proclamations hy the very meany yor 
had devised to promote it} and drawirc one lusions 
from you own premises, to manitest tha the 
Vellore muuny was tafally unconnected with 
religion; I shal’ how endeavour {o ui Ace ub Lo 
the sdurce whence it de tually § sprang. 

Yor, si, resided in India, if 1] ap not misins 
formed, upwards of (wenty years; and so lave 
LS 1s and during that period we fiave had sufficic nt 
opportunities, f believe, to study the charac tor 
and disposition of the natives. We have alsd 
either witnessed or obtained accurate necounts 
of every public transaction, of any polit cal 
consequence, that has occumed on the Penin- 
sulas and above all, wo have gontemplated the 
great and astonishing changes and revolutions 
that have been effected there within the last 
twenty years. In this general convulsion, in 
which the events that Cam about to enumerite 
followed cach other with somuch iupidily as to 
defy the distinction of dates, the rajah of Tanjore 
was deposed, and his sucecssor delivered up his 
country to the Company: the kingdom of 
Morsoie was conquered, and became suhjcet to 
the rule of the Company: the Carnatic was 
revolutionised; and ils government is now ads 
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ministered by the Company. the Mahrattas 
submitted fo our nrmsa; anda large portion of 
their tecritories now: ytcld obedience to the 
geverument of the Company: ths raja of Te. 
vancore, the Nizam, and many other princes of 
different note and power, ded bertain d striets 
“of their respective domimous for dcfraying the 
expenses of subsuliany {roups, tits reside among 
them, belonging, Lo the army of the Company. 

Ln these vicissittides, thetsubjects of the states 
allected by them, participated; and their muse- 
ries were equaled only by thew soriows, They 
viewed the thronty of thei: sovere’gns totally 
dtvested of their ancient splendor, ahd the pow 
erethat supported them humbled to the dust; 
and they looked upon themsclves, tleprived of 
their natural protectors and ruined in their 
fortunes,* as, the slaves of Ehropeans, and sub- 
» Jocted to alk the violence of their passions, 
Hope no longer afforded them consolation, and’ 
they ruminated on the gloomy prospects offered 
by despair! Let Britons; whose bosoms glow 
with loyalty towards their king, aud affection for 
his person; aud those who have livedlong cnough 
in India to know the character and feclings of 
the natives, say whether I have exceeded pro- 
bability in what I have premised! And did 
not the idea at any time present itself 10 your 
reflections, that such*calamiies, and such im. 
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pressiatts, were of themselves sufficient to excite 
alarms and jealoasies of the “ maal veriawy ne» 
ture” throughout Tindestan ? And did il never 
reach your information, that, amongal othor 
outages, not Bowibje to be preveimted in Asiatic 
warfare, “ the laws, rpfig’on, and custems of 
the natives” were often violated, and then ‘Tem. 
plea plunderetl and polluted? And did your 
imagination, which, 10 bo tow your own Ux- 
presson, is ‘wemblaugly alive” to othe’ con 
sidergtions, “sink into @ profound apathy whilst 
regarding those deplorable gecurt rences? or did 
it gently Ifint, that they wer meulculated 10 rouse 
tir indignation of the natives, and excite them 
to plots and stiatngems for our destruction? 
that the Vellore mutiny was a component part 
of onc of those plots; pnd that it had prema. 
turely discovered itself? r 

You have, I grant you, afforded g glim ose of 
“some such conception having actually floated 
upon your mind, at the instant that you were 
composing your pamphlet, if] mghily compre- 
hend the followmg observation: “ At Madras, 
in one moment as I may say, the native governs 
ment of the Carnatic, and of Tippoo Sultaun's 
dominions, was destroyed: men of the highest * 
rank were at once reduced from consequence 
to absolute usignificance, and from affluence 
to pqverty. The change-was not gradual, ay 
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in Bengal, from a nat'ye to an Knglish ad uv 
nistration*,” &e. And why did you uot pis 
su this topic to its natural colusion? Yott 
aould then have benefited the cause of yust'ce, 
and spaied me the painful tek of exposing your 
numerous inaccuracies?’ But acting as you 
have done, you furnish unquestionable tsti- 
mony, that the only wish of your heat is to 
gratify ifs resentmgnts. Look atsthe sequel of 
your paiagraphs examin it’s teudene sand 
blush for the ifhberality it breathes, 

Again, sir, why dad you confine your remark 
to the Canatic, afd the dominony of  Tippoge, 
why not have extended it to the situat’on “or 
people of other countrics “ throughout ITin- 
* dostan,” who had equally suffered the scourge 
of war, and whose misfoftungs were equally la- 
mentable? I willtake up the subject where you 
loft it-—By those,revolutions and changes in , 
the different nave governments, the nobles, 
and others who held high offices under them, 
and men of rank and fortune in private life, 
were deprived of all their honours, and reduced 
to penury dnd want! The generals and com- 
manders of armies were dismissed, and the aus 
mies themselves disbanded, 

As to the lower orders of tho people, that 
wretchedness, produced by the disorders anid 
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tumults that surrounded them, and the plunder 
and rapine that raged amoung them, nee l not 
he desenbed. It will readily be imagined and 
sincorely deplored by the lumane and beneve. 
lent, eee 

Tho great hody of the sofd’ery, and vast 
numbers of every other description, who could 
no longer oxist in thelr own country, sought 
inongy foreigihers the means-af subsistence; 
and they carried with (hem the deepest ratred. 
agaist the Company, whom they considered as 
the authors of all their muaries. I allude 
chicfy to omigrantsfrom the Moinre-tho Mahe 
Paeta states, and the lerritorics of the Miva, 
Many of them found a welcome reception ‘in 
the woods of our Poligars, whose animosity 
towards us was, at least, as furious ay their own, 
and with infinitely more reayon.. They had 
_ been cruelly persecuted during thé Nabob's ad- 
ministration; and that of the Company had in« 
creased their suflerings, They had been pil. 
laged by the rapacity of thase whose duty it 
was to have protected them; and having, by 
such proceedings, and ot rors of a like disgrace 
ful atrogity, been forced into rebellion, thou- 
sands perished by the sword: others woro ba« 
nighed from their native homes; and many of 
thew chiefs terminated their existence on the 
gallows! . 


These people listened with every ajentiow 
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td the tales related hy their how guests, with 
whom they made a common cause, and aniling 
with the discontented people of the Carnatic, 
,the’r count-ymen and i How-sub ects, gave way 
to thelr thirst lor revenge . Mary of those Po- 
higars were serv ug in, our Batallions, where 
they associated with men piofessmg the same 
rcl eon w'th Cacmsclvess aad the vest, the Ma- 
homedans, weve, g alike adverse Lowards us; and 
similar arts and persuasions we 6 employed to 
corrupt both partics, 

It was intehded by the confederates, that all, 
Who could be stdnced to insurrection, should 
{cl upon a concerted plan, which was pasbhy 
delineated in a placard that bad been, some 
years previously, wrillen and industiiously cir 
culated, by one of the Marawa chiefs. And, 
aa necessary auxiliaries to Such a measure, their 
emissaries cud ncond'aries from other quarters, 
some of them L’renchmen, m the disguise of 
Fackeers and Senasces, spread themsclvés over 
the coast: every wherd loading us with abuse 
as usurpers dnd tyrants; and as guilty of every 
act of cruelty and oppression, And in this 
combination may be found tlic primary cause 
of the Vellore mutiny. But to render it still 
more complete; we will superadd to it the con- 
sideration, that the SONS of Tiproo, and their 
adherents, resided*within the walls of that foi- 
tress; and that they had collected 1ound theny 
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ay unusual concourse of strangers, whonr they 
maintained from the superfuity of ubat abu 
dance which the mistaked: maniicenee of our 
Government had assigned to thei, to scoth the 
sorrows of captivity, enable (hem t4 partake of 
every possible pleasure, and support a prinecly 
digmty, They took a very active and decided 
pal in the bloody transaction. You thouglitsa 
once yourself, but now you “ beheve them in- 
uocent of thegharge."”" The evidence, however, 
that has been given of their guilt, puts the mat 
ter beyond a doubt, ro 

The Genéral Orders, relative to the allora.jon 
in*tite dress ahd appearance of the native troops, 
when on dirty, is to be regarded ay incidentals 
and probably would not dave produced my 
serious offoct, or, possibly, from what has singe 
transpired, a single murmur, fad not thd oinds 
ofthese deluded people been predisosed to the 
niost horrid acts against us, But thus disposed, 
and left to the operation of their own judgmett, 
without the means of consulting: then leaders, 
they thanght the opportunity, which those gane- 
val orders offered, 100 favourable to he neg- 
lected, and therefore began, on the spur of the 
moment, before al things we e ready for an ox- 
plosion. And it is my tirm behef, (hat had nog 
the Vellore mutiny burst forth when it did, 
India would at ths day have been nearly, if nok 
dntirely, wrested from our hands. 
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Not that I favour those general orders: they 
were highly impolitic and improper, and can- 
not be justified on any ground; they are a 
monument of military mania, or military folly, 
and must e¥er be reprobated and condemned, 

And after all, I have a bett&r opinion of your 
intelligence, and your understanding, than to 
imagine that I have stated any thing relative 
to the mutiny of Vellore with which, you are 
not well*acquainted;*or that you are not as 
well persuaded as I am, that the cause el have 
suggested for itissthe true one at least you are 
convinocd thal # the missionaries;” and “ the 
‘dranslauion and circulation of thé Scriptetts,”, 
*were not, cither directly or indi ectly, counccted , 

with it, But you. imagined thrat, placed in 
another light, it would inake a good feature in 
the actusations you meditated against the per- 
sons whoih you had determined to injure in 
the public estimation; and you therefore prasg- 
ed it into your service, colouring i according 
to your taste, and the station it was destined 
to occupy. 

You have a facility in receiving new impres- 
sions from “ recent information,” or * very 
Ingh authority ;” and as you have no very par- 
ticular reason to dispute mine, take my assu- 
rances, for once, and believe this trath,—that, 
if we hear and rédress the guevances of our 
“pat ye subjects; if we suppress that rapacity 
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and petty tyranny, which have been too fre. 
quently and too fatally cscreised amongst Chem ; 
if we conciliate thoir minds, whieh may bo ea 
sily effected by thase little civilttics aud alton 
tions which they ae entitled to, and which 
common courtesy demands; and il, m_ short, 
we role them with jusace, leaning towards 
merey and Jonilys there,will not be any grounds 
of apprehension for the pignaneney of our 
Asiatic government. “Tf will he fixcil opon a 
rock, fot to he shaken by all the powers cf tha 
world! The Bible society qnd she Kugtish mis- 
sionaries, may then perform thew duty*to Gop, 
_ themselves, and to their fellaw-ereatures ; and” 
« translate and circulate” the “ Toly Scriptures 
throughout Hindostan,” without the dread of 
giving offence, or the fear of yee env Ing irgale, 
This reminds me that Lam sult in a long: ar- 
‘roar of debt to you, on the behalf of those gon- 
tlemen; and Iwill hasten to discharge it. 

You take upon you to affirm, from what 
you call © undoubled authority,” thal © the in- 
crease of Linglish missionaries, and the pintui- 
tous circulating of such parts of the Scriptures 
as aie already translater, have caused the 
“greatest ala mand apprehension in every quarter 
of Vindostan®,” Although you admit that go- 
vernmené has not given any support to those 
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missionaries*, and say, “ that if Government 
does not give them support on the one hand, 
nor discourage them on the cthert, they may 
be as zealous as possiblet, and make as many 
converts as they can§.” JTow can you recon- 
cile this inconsistency? Is here not hee a 
contiadiction in terms? or, rather, alo not 
your facts at total variavce wth cach other? 
and which are, we to credit that which you 
affirm upon « undoubted authority,” oy that 
which you declare to be the impressions of 
your own ednviction t : 

But ypu argttathus: © Tt ty notthe disposy- 
‘hon of the Goverhment—that is not the qares- 
gion: it is, what the PLOPLE believe -” and 
then, assuming the, fact that the PEOPLE not 
only believe that Govenmen. da support the 
missionaries, but that it Means to compel the 
people to embrace Christianity; and that, as 
the most eflectial menns of removing that opj- 
nion, and putting down tho question fo ever,” 
you suggest “ phe immediate recall of every En- 
gligh miasionary q,” and to this end you havealso 
suggested “ the interference of the legislature.” 
What! would you punish men who, circum. 
stanced as you have just shcwn them to be, 
cannot, conformably to your orn doctime, 
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have comm tied any fault, and are incapable 
of daing any mischict*? Bat what wenld be 
the situation in which you would place the Go- 
yermment by such procecdings, the op mon 
of the PROPLE were gs you have atid ed it to be? 
I will tell you The people would be hound 
to conclude, that their opinion was justly cans 
coved; and that Goyornment had acted dust 
diously and basely towards then! Thus you 
would fold up Government “pranded with all 
the odium of guilt; although, hy your own 
confission, if s perfoedly mace hits and rew- 
der i the Weris’on and contehpt of, the go- 
veracd, on whom its own merits have a just 
claim for icvercnee and respect, * 
Vere I wilt pause a moment, and then ask 
you, What you mean by “‘tHtt Propenn? ? for 
you have such a propensity to univ nfen aud 
things, intended by nature, or cirtumstances, 
10 be for ever separate, that I’ am constramed 
to call for this explanation, If you intend the 
oxpression should be taken in its commonly 
received acceptation, you have attempted to 
impose upon the pubho, whilst professing to in 
struct their minds, and which you have assi- 
duously endeavoured to alarm, and lorrify by a 
nonentity, Have you partioularised any one 
instance of alarm, or apprehension, manifested 
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by all or any of the several nations— THE 
Prop.n—ol IZindostan, wm any way referable to 
seh ciendion mn the Government? or respecting 

, the Missionaries, or the circulation of the Moly 
Scriptures? Woere are yoyr proofs? ‘They are 
not to be found in your bo&! Yon direct 
the aticntion of your readers pulticularly to the 
coast of Coromandel, the scat of the Vellore 
mutiny; and I therefore call upon you to show 
in what manner fhe people theré, or ut Y the sur- 
rounding dominions, “ from Vigagapatam to 
Travancore,” and transversely from Madras, 
the central poi between these two places, 
through Moisore to the Mahratta frontiers, 
have afforded any indication of such dehef, or be- ° 
trayed any symptons of such apprehensions and 
alarms ? Tf you cite the report*, said to have 
ocgasigucd the muliny at’Velloe; and if that 
eporé wasew cll founded, instead of bemg, as T 
have by concurring testimonics shown it to 
be, destitute of truth, it will not furnish®a pars 
ticle of proof for you; but it will prove that 
evon tha xadive draops, concerned in that muti- 
ny, had not the most distant idea upon those sub~ 
jects, until t had boon indust riously forced upon 
their mind by some déscon/ented and eqnally i 
Janous persons: and you are not to learn, that 
those troops must be considered, as all the troops 
in the world are, a’body distinot from the people, 
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Where then, J repeat the question, ara yout 
profs? 1 defy you to produce them, and 
boldly assert that the people do net cutertain 
auy such belief or option; nor are they terri- 
fied by those alarms and apprehensions that 
you have pretufed, 

Tn refuting you upon this point, t have de- 
strayed the pivot apon whien ail your proposi+ 
fions turn; and J might safcly , stop heres but 
you dave bad the honour tu sit in parliament; 
and omght be deemed a ruduioss to break 
offabraptly with an ex-senator, whe tas spoken 
fon aad dut of parliamentedne language *,” 
"Pe coniinut, then; let me isk you anothel 
questions Where is your proof of the & ered 
tnerease of Emglish missionarics of fate. years," 
and that they have © spread veer the cauntry 2” 
You can have none !--the fact is direotly againat 
you; there are not more than six, ur at the wh 
Most cight, missionaries, of ever y denomination, 
on the Coast and in ils very oxtensive depen. 
dencéics: and not mora than de of there are 
Finglhsh 3 the rest avo Danes or Swedes, whom 
you profess Lo adie; and you show that there 
are only three at Bengal +, where, you tell us, 
that their sphere of action has been very much 
confined £: and that their edforts have not his 
therto eavlended beyond a few tneonsidevable 
tidlages §. : 
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{Tere then you are again solf-confuted. And 
if you should ask me why even the number J 
have ment oned be allowed, I will tell you, that 
for these last twenty years there has always 
been at Icant"four--sometinacs more; and that, 
since the vast extension of our territomes, 
twenty are not sufficient, unless it be intended 
that onr Erpopcan soldiers in the different 
forts and stations throug yout Tiindostan shoale 
be abandoned by the ¢lergy, and, never shear 
the Gospel preached, nor the Scriptures ex- 
pounded to then. » To say nothing of our Eu- 
sopean rogiments,end the Engimecr dnd Invalid 
Borps, there are (I am still speaking of te 
Goast) iventy-four regiments of native mfantry ; 
to each of which are attached not less than 
fifty European commissioned and non-com- 
missiontd officers: there “aro also eight rept. 
ments of Matiye cavalhy; and with each of 
these are about thirty European commissioned 
and non-commissioned officers, IL is truo we 
haye eight chaplains; but of those, tio are al- 
ways at the presidency: one at the artillery 
cantonment at the Mount*: one at Bellary; 
one at Masulipatam ; aud the rest, as I must sup- 
poge, are with the subsidiary forces in the ter- 
ritories of various powers, It is also to be 
taken into cousideration, that we have a num- 
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ber of small garrisons, scattered in various di- 
reet ons, in whieh there may be fom ten to 
twelve Buropauns; and as some ef them are nut 
more than cieht, ten, or file cn an’ Les distant [ror 
tach other, the npssionarion would ubcerfally 
yt them, altd nately, fo callivate the morals 
of those En opcans, and so marke them good 
men, which, am told, is the best way lo vake 
them good soldicrs-—I do not know what your 
opinion may be. «dnd pray, what are now 
youy, thoughts for (he fate of your assertions 
and insinuations respecte “the alarming 
incicase of Lighsh misyione tes,” wlycli was lo 
precipitate: us into another Mahvatta war, aifil 
excite a gencral insurrection of the people?" 
Thuow the porns. well, and, without arrognting 
too much, I may add, perhaps better than you 
do. I agree with You, that they are firmly ate 
tached to their religion, and that they would 
readily sacrifice their lives in the defenae of it; 
bul, with the mildest aud kindest disposition, 
ahey possess thal urbanity of manners whieh 
leads to the toleration of every rehgions and 
they resoect that wh'eh they suffer, Nor are 
iheir passions roused by the actions of mini- 
stera of another faith; nor do their religious ro 
seutments show themselves against any one; 
unless their processions be rudely interrupted, 
or the persons walking in them violently ase 
saulted; or that then tomples or themsclyda 
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should be polluted. And to guard against the 
one and ihe other, the Government of Madras 
always allow them a military guard of their own 
Pelstasion jy—a fact that may possibly be cutire- 
ly new to you. Such people, then, are calcu- 
lated to encourage our mussionafics, instead of 
refusing them a residence. Even Tippoo, a ty- 
rant in government and a, bigot in religion, re- 
ccived the late raverend and truly excellent Mr, 
Swaitz with respectful attention, apd allowed 
him to preach, unmolested and uncontroyled, 
in his kingdoms, By the rajah of Tanjore that 
gentlemam was regaided as a faithfil fuend, 
afid beloved as a parent; and when fe died, he 
ertcted a monument to his memory. Tt may’ 
be, that Mr, Swartz “did not convert the rayith 
to Christianity *: if he did, it could not have 
been pnBlicly known, “aad the reason is ob- 
vious,” [Yadthat prince's bosom coufessed him 
a Christian, policy forbad the open avowal ; as’ 
the loss of his temporal power and difmity 
would have been the inevitable consequence. 
Bo this as it may, Mr. Swatz preached in a 
church erected in the fort of Tanjore, and not 
fav from the palace of the rajah; numbers of 
whose subjects he converted, and daily preach- 
ed to, without diminishing the affection that 
the rajah had chershed for him, and without 
exciting any “alarms” or “apprehensions” it 
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the peaple, who, on the contrary, venerated, re+ 
spected, and loved him, Now do T know a 
prince or cluef in the cotutry, althetigh 1 know 
many, who is disposad to treat & mins Cua 
with fess respect .than the ryah of Tanjore 
showed to Mf Swartz; although he very pro- 
bably might not have the same personal athiche 
ment to hint. + One of those missionaries, how- 
ever, applied, you say, to the rajah of Travan. 
core, to preach the Gospel in his «lominions, 
and was pevemptorily refused *, Bat what 
docs this establ sh for you? , You can no more 
conclude thence, that all the princes of (ndia 
ave of the same disposition with the rajah éf 
Travancore, thim T can; from better evidence, 
that every native prince,is similarly disposed 
in friendship and affection towards overy mis- 
stionary, as the raydh of ‘Tanjore wasttowards 
Mr Swartz. But it gives two facts, which yout 
did not mtend it should have furnished: Tirst, 
that,"before a missionary ean enter the domi- 
nion of a native prince, to preach the Qospul, 
he must ob/ain his permissions and secondly, 
if such prince should not be desirous that sual 
® person, for such a purpose, should come 
amongst his subjects, he has the power of rea 
fusing himt 3 and this must appear the more 
striking from tho instance adduced, when it 
shall )e considered, that we have three batale 
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lions of native troops, with thei Muropean offix 
cers, in the Travancoie territones, for ther 
protection; and that the rajab is most dependent 
ypon us of any of our tributaries, You have, 
it is trae, an rference of another kind. After 
showing that the iajah iw soereign of the 
districts in which the descendants of the Syrian, 
Christians reside, you ny, “he did not wish, 
therefore, to mtioduce a hew sogt of Christians, 
in another part ‘of ‘his dominions *.” You are 
here again unfortunate; for m that part of 
the rajah’s dofninions, to which our missionary 
was refused admityunce, there was already ano- 
Mer sect of Christians; of whom you will be 
pleased to hear some account, as they are ca- 
tholics of the Chiuch of Rome, ,and some of 
their churches, which “extend from CapeComorin 
Propergto Cochin, and are many in number, 
are, or latcky were, served by the real “ disciples 
of Loyola” On this fact I can rely, as T take itt 
from a manuscript written on the spot by*a gens 
tleman who regided in the vicinity of that couns 
try a considerable time, and was in the habit 
of convorsing with the native catholics and 
their priests. But you tell us that the entreaty 
of the missionary was at last complied with, on 
the solicitation of Lieutenant-col M., the rajalt 
 pranting that permission to Lhe inflacnce of 
office, which Ins inclinations had led him to 
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withhold altogether *.” Tere you again dis 
play your talent for inference from acme 
facls that haye no existence. You acknows 
hdge that the intial auly af the gcntleman’s, 
haine isgiven, amd how then ean you know whe 
Lieat-col M. is? or how can you take npon 
yourself to decide that he was in aficud ai- 
ination; or that he bad any more influcnee 
with {he rajah than stch as might result from 
mere personal knowledge?’ Tf, fox oxanyple, 
Lieufenant-Col. M. had been the commanding 
officefcither of Palancatta ou ongside, or Cachin 
on the other, of Travancore, pe would not have 
had any mgie influence over the Rayah fronn 
station, than you or I, why are totally unkuowa 
to him; asneither of those commands have any 
connexion with the d striets, or the Rayah of 
Travancore, Or Lieut-colonel M might rave 
Yeen an officer in his own service, jnwhich Jam 
told he has, © once had, field officers with such 
‘ank, The thing ilself is certainly not worth 
notice; Ipive it only to show the liberal course 
you pursue, and the candid arguinents you cots 
tinnally urge to assist the persecution you haya 
espoused, Review these points, interwoven as 
‘thoy are; reflect upon them, with all the deli. 
beralion they descive: and you will perceive 
shat you are completely entangled in your 
own toils; and that, instead of deceing the 
public, You have betrayed yourself. 
*Piah p d3« 
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- Connected with those points, is one of some 
moment. After “ applauding the liberality, 
geal, and good intentions of tl ¢ missionary s0- 
cieties of Grent Britain,” yqu arrugn them os 
"deficient mm judgement and discrimination ;” 
because, in your opinion, “ them exertions 
ought to bo confined to the continent of Africa, 
the wilds of Amgri ica, and the South Seas *,” 
“ where we have no political power:” and-this 
is your reason; “ because an OPTION js left to 
the chie&s possessing authority in those cqunt 
tries, to ,allow the missionaries to reside 
afmongst them or not, as they ‘choose! t+” 
Whence you would infer, that in India no such 
option ¢an be exercised; and that, therefore, 
the increase of English missionaries is alarming 
tothe PropLe. What strange perversion! 
what unaccountable contradictions! for you 
have established the fact, that the princes in’ 
India possess the same OPTION, and that “they 
have actually exercised it, as in the instance of 
the Travancore rajah just, mentioned: Nay, 
you have gone a step further, and bear the 
testimony of adoption, that even the people, 
which IT must suppose, from what I haye al- 
ready remarked, and indeed from your own ac- 
count, must mean a few of tlie inhabitants of 
some Uttle villages, have such an option, and 
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that thoy have occasionally varried ity use to 
ils extrem'ty: for what other construction aati 
there,be given to the following passages: * The 
converts are ‘Te AY, from the drags of the people; 
aid whtn they apperm, even in the presenta of 
the missionaries, thuy-are reviled, threalened, and 
abused by thé inhabitants *;” woo had in one 
village tied up‘a convert and fed him with ¢ow- 
dug t: in,auother, ‘they obliged a missionary 
to caticol an agreement he had made to pure 
chase a piece of ground fora school; ahd at 
ttird, a considerable numbe> of then mocked 
the rites of Baptism at the moment of Uheit 6e- 
Icbration [5-—" yet tho m’ssignaries used no vio~ 
lence§.” And when the, people find that they 
can thns scof’ aod insult the misionaries ant 
the wost sacred rites of their religion with im 
punity, 1 the idee to be snifered that they bate 
“be alarmed at scoing those missiottatios in their 
country? Men ave not afraid of othors whan 
‘they know they can diegtace. auc trample ott 
al their pleasure. And who will orodic your 
assertions that such men, with such powerful 
convietiof to the contrary, can bohevas or pos. 
siblydmagine, that Gavernment ever harbor ted: 
aly .tteoton of compelling them te embrace 
Chr'stinnity? and particulany whan they hawe 
a perfect knowledge that the missiontavies 
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“were DRIVEN out uf Dacea liy the chief Mas 
gisttate and tho Collector of dat plave’,” twa 
o df the principal sersants of the Government, 
‘ You would have the Gove niment show by 
the’ ations, not by their words, that they 
hava no intention to onmpel the poop e to 
Obtistianity ; and pray what bther act then 
that which wa.haye just contemplated aan be 
mors decisive? You fadced woultl have had 
those missionatics, who weie driveh aut of 
Dacea, “ sont oder a gua d to Caleutta [,” 
of probably  theown into the Ganges,” and 
Gorporal as well as mental pun shhient iif cted . 
pon then !! Tris happy reflection that all 
gentlemen who do not favour the missionaries 
are not so urhelly disposéd towards them as 
youare, If you want further proof of acts of 
aovel ity, dn’the part of the Bengal government, 
towards the missionaries, at the instant that tt 
‘confutred upon them its plaud'ts for the'moek- 
mesyrand extrome propriety of their conduct, 
you van fied them; in abundance, narrated in 
st Ar Stateniont of the Comittittee of the Baptist 
Missionary Soviety,” by the Secretary, Print 
q inl the present year by J Rutt, Shacklewell, 
» You say thet “so late as Maroh last, three 
months after the proclamation, so universal 
was the dread of » general revolt, thatBrit sh 
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officers, attached to the nalite corps, constantly 
slept with loaded pistols under their pillows,” 
If those ofticers constantly slop,” they might, 
perchance, like you, have dreamed of such 
danger: 11 must be supposed that they were 
incapable, in such a state, of making inquiry to 
ascertain whether there actually was auy 5 anid 
you have forgotten to mention upon what 
ground such dread prevailed. “The reason is 
abvions ;” because no such dread existed, 

But why did you not carry down your in ¢l- 
hgence to a later period tan Mach, as yon 
must know that accounts from Macias are of 
so recent a date as the 25th of July following? 
Again, “the reason is ohvious;” because, at 
that period, every thing was restored to a par 
fect state of profound tranquillity! 

T do not know thet Mr, Carey is’at the bead 
of the Baptist mission at Bengal; nor is it mn 
terial, Your own words, however, induce # 
different conclusion; as you say, “ the head 
quarters of that mission are fixed at Serampore, 
& Danish town*;” and you, who have been a 
soldier, must know the meaning of Aead-quan- 
fers, am obliged to you, however, for this ine 
formation, which proves that the missionaries, of 
whom we have heard so much, are not depend. 
ants upon the protection of the Government of 
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Bengal; but arc under the immediate auspices 
and patronage of the King of Denmark.-—Oh 
_ Mr. Scott Waring! 

T rejoice, notwithstanding, to learn from you 
that Mr. Carey, who is teachemof the Shanserit 
and Bénsalee languages at the College of Cal. 
eulto, a stration of vast labou., is engaged in 
traislating the Scriptuies into, the vations lan. 
guages of India *Te ould not have entered 
upon a work more honourably for himself, nov 
advantageously for the interests of mahkiud., 
You are, howevery misinformed as to the piint- 
‘ing of the different parts as they, were trans. 
dgted*, It 1s at the mission press at Scram- 
pore, a Danish town,” and not at that of the 
College at Calcuttas at least so I am assured, 
But take it on the contrary: and suppose, also, 
that the nayves were, as you stumise, acquaint 
with the fact; by what line of argument would 
you hope to estab] sh the assertion “thas they 
enn form no other conclusion, from such pra- 
ceedings, than that, if we cannot persuade, we 
shall’ compel them to embrace Christianity?” 
There certainly is another; one more plausi- 
ble, and better adapted to the conception of 
the natives of India: and that is, as “ tliey do 
not speak a word of English themselves: and 
as every English gentleman is, on his arrival in 
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Ind'a, obliged ta make himself master of the 
lnuguages spoken in if, ao as to speak them 
with flueacy and correct ress, in twelve mont he*s 
they would natatally couelude that the Ser p- 
tures were traudated mto those various Te ny 
guages to ass'ot him tu studying them, Am 
notright® You will at least adnut my conclu 
sion to be possible, and that is all T onght ta 
contend for, ag it is a refutati¢n of your as 
sertion. 

Buf, detarmined on hemming i the mission 
alies on alls des, so that if ole of, your allacks 
should fa'l, you may flatter yoursell with t19 
hope of suceecdiug tm some other’ and having 
ex iausted yourself in your efforts against them 
on the giound of their preaching the Gogpal 
to tny natives, and e'renluting the Sonpiured 
amongst them; your next object is to depre- 
cite thew understanding, and show them to be 
conterptthle as well ns wicked; which, by the 
bye, is another contradiction in terms, © The 
new ordors of missionaries,” you any, are the 
most “ignorant and bigoted of men +” and yat- 
you show that some of thom, in conjunotion 
with Mr, Cuey, a man of acknowledged erndt- 
tio 1, have been employed, since the year 1804, 
in translating the Seriptures into the various 
languages of Indiat. You havo alyo avid, that 
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they gre assogiated with Py. Buchanan, and the 
rev. Mr, Brown, the provost and yiger provost, 
of the college of Calcutta, and Dr, Keer, senioy 
‘chaplain ay the presidency of Fort $8). Geoige, 
who are all clergymen af fhe eburch of En. 
gland, and men whose learning, talents, and, 
powers of disgrimmation, ‘nse as high, at, lepgt, 
as your own. You have, in another part of 
your *Prefatory Remarks, &o.,”" honoured those 
missionaries with the appallation of madmen, for 
the very gontyary reapon that Jes/us assigned, 
when he used a grmilay expression in hig ada 
Gress to St. Paul, * Por Heptus, however, ther¢ 
was an excuse, which you ‘oz nof plead,--he 
was not aChristian!! Aga, Festus wag aating 
in hig proper vocati¢n, and compollad, by biy 
affigg to olf in judgements you came forward 
a volunteer, aceuser; he showed every inv, 
dulgenge to bis prisongr, over wham he bad 
legal authority; but yan, who have nop sue 
thanity at all, not only deny to the missions 
arias every indulgence yaursalf, hut reprakate: 
osbers for showing to them common givilities |! 

And yet, when I seflect upon the different 
bearings of my subject—~or rather your sub- 
ject-ml ought nat to consider (he manifesta. 
tian of your displeasure towards the miasione 
avies so very oxtraordmary as it has appaared 
to me; as you have discovered a trait ‘of the 
same fogling towardy tho legislatme, which 
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you prise in glowing strains, for ils procead 
ings in 18015 and indirectly consure for ite 
conduct in 1798, Th the former year it, pro. 
imulgated your “ Sived principle ;? in the latter 
it condescondetl to discuss two clausos, pro» 
posed by Mr. Wilberforco, on a bill then 
adleponding, in aid of Christianity i in India; und 
you indiguantly, and father magisterially, ex- 
claim These propositions could not havo 
Deon histoned to in 1801", Nay, you even 
quartel with the year, subjoin’ng it to the 
adjective #falal}t.” And this brings me to 
that part of, your commentaries that treats of 
PREE: SCHOOLS. 

In the fatal year 1793,” you say, “ Mr, 
Wilberforee proposed two clauses in a bill ine 
troduced for the renewal of the Company's 
cliartor; the one, for five schools, throughout 
India ; and the other, for the avowed purpose 
of oivilising and converting the peopla of 
Indig: but that they wore nogatived 1 This 
disposal of those clauses appears to have given 
you great pleasnre; and you tmumph in the 
opposition thay met, in the house of lords, from 
the bishop of St. Asaph, who is in Consequence 
styled’ “ @ sound and orthodox divine; and X 
am vory far from desiring to deprive him of the 
distinction; yet it strikes me, that there is 
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somothing in his lordship’s speech, as you hays 
given it, which borders upon eccentricity ; and 
that his lordship has made a trifling mistake in 
*hisinterprcration of the Ser’ pturcs, when he says, 
* the command of aur Saviour ao his disciples 
Lo peach the Go:pel zo all nations, did not, a8 
he conctived, apply Lo ns ® And the reason he 
gives Is very curilons—“ Becuuse the gift of 
lungmages, and the power of working miracles, 
werd conferred upon the apostles, All extra- 
ordmary powers had long ceased; anf the 
extraordinary corhmission, he conceived, had 
geased albo*,” It is not, however, for me to 
discuss his lordship’s notions: although they - 
militate agmnst an incontrovertible maxim, as 
I have ever undeistood it, in the system of 
Christianity; those who are more compotent, 
than either you or I, would no doubt havo ex- 
ercised their judgement upon thom at the time 
they were fulminated, * 

Tn this speech I learn, instiucted by you, 
that his lordship deprocated any attempt to ine 
torfore with the religion, laws, and customs of 
the natives; and you add, such opinions were 
* universal in the year 1781; "and this you have, 
repeated over and over again in your pamphlet, 
pow hefore me; and fondly dwell upon it, asa 
Ht faved principle” of parliament, that originated 
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n apprehensions and glarms of the natives, for 
the sean ity of thay teligiany an} that we, 
catching the dscase, became alarmed and ap- 
prchgustye alsor for the safity af aur poasey 
sions in Tnding. nd henee, and from vas 
rious ofher c'rounstaeg, we might, yal ally 
enough, be led fo cot lode (ynhes, by turing 
over your pages, backwards and forwards, we 
should gah samething of a diflercot ulea), that 
the bill had bepn brought into parliment on 
behalf of the natives, in order that their suspi- 
¢ ons w glit be lulled 40 vest, aud oto own poaae 
and quict erbabliphed. The’ fact ap diherwise, 
The wyater was certwiuly brought before pare 
haments but a was with a vjew fo rebave the 
fears of the government Cf Bengal, wha hal itler 
gally, although wisuly, oppodd thomaglvys to 
the authority af Vis majesty’s fesdices teres do 
that it resglyed ibelf jnta a mere ‘question of 
gurisdyetion, belonging to gy cou} in whinh 
thyir lopdphips yat; apd the apinian of partia- 
ment ypon What quespan, fur fia beings wad 
versal with qhe poople of Lagdad, T helieve ig 
mighthe found upon inquiry, wf Use subjiet werg 
‘worth it, thal ang half af them knew pathing of 
ity and that, af the other half, auly a lew pave it 
any gonidarations nar de J believe that the 
natives of India, in these pravinees where thu 
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conduct of the judges excited such “ un. 
cereal alarm,” bestowed more honour upon ib 
tian it teceived in this countrys possibly they 
aig to thisday m= guorance, whether sugh an 
apinion war ever cxpressed. Xet this is the 
made by wh'ch yon distort every occuirence, 
ta aid you in your grand designs against the 
Nuss vuarics, ord the ttanslat’ “ and g alu. 
itously circulating dhe Seriptures, From such 
made, which 15 “ unversal” with you, the 
publia in India may form their estimation of the 
reliance that is to be placed on jhe thundering 
apd tarrifid OX)! 698"ons of © universal alarms,” 
and “general alapms,” and “fired principles,” 
and “ unewersal opinions,” that are 80 profusely 
stvawed over the soventy-six pages of your 
 PRUPATORY REMARKS |” 

Bat to rcturit to the point, whence I have so 
fay di gresed 3 3 UT have to abject tho same unfair 
made of rttagk upon IRE SCHOOLS, as yqu 
have employed against the missionanies in 
India. Vou fir% aim at raising a prajudica 
agmust the patrons of those seminaries; and 
then assail the institution itself, ‘You say that 
Dra. Kerr and Buchanan and the Rev. Mr, 
Brawn, although clergymen of the Church of 
England, ave classed under that desoription of 
our clergy, who ate termed “ Evangelical,” 
Then having, as you imagine, placed them in 
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a questionab o shape, allhough wat itelliyahly se 
to me, you proceed to stile, “ that they are all 
enthusiastic supporters of the phin for establedt- 
ing Free Schools,” which, you say, is one of 
the devices fom convert ng the natives to Chris. 
uinn ty, and yor therefore think that" ¢ho 
Lopislatuve should tnterfore, as it se wisely 
did tn 1781," . 

In order to fix a date to the matituton, you 
mean it should bo understood to have been a 
consequence resulting from the fate of Mr. 
Wilberforce’s motions in 17935 as you say, 
* although, the clauses proposed by the Bishap 
of London and Mr, Wilberforce wore raject d, 
yet a new system has been adapted * 2" and the 
context of ths passage shows, tat the institu 
tion of Tree schools is a component part of 
that system. Now the fact is, that it was po 
posed and acted upon in the year 1784 at 
1786; and Mr, JouN Sunnivan, the then re 
sident at the Court of Tanjore, was, [ believe, 
the author of it Te co-tainly exerted himself 
warmly and zealously to assist it, by soliciting 
tho Rajah of Tanjore and the Rajahs of tre 
Great and Little Marana, to establ’sh schools 
for ténching English, at the capitals of their 
respective countries. Te suecceded —thoy 
were established—and the Court of Directors, 
in their letter to the Prendency of Fort St. 
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George, expressed their h gh app-obation of 
My, Sulhivan’s proccedings , and, with a vow 
to promote the success of the institution, con- 
ferred an annual donation gf 250 pagodas on 
each of those schools, wth an agstuance that a 
similar sum would be gjanted to any other 
schools that should be esta hshed for the same 
purpose. On the receipt of the letter above- 
mentioned, the Government of Madras ad- 
dressed Mr. Swartz, for all the moi mation,thas 
his expericnce’might cnable him to g ve; and 
he accordjngly diatated a plan of education 
tNat he bad adopted in the school under pis 
management, ’ 

This account of the institution of Tree 
Schools in India is, [ assu'e you, true in every 
part of it; although it is directly contrary to 
your own. It adds to the number of proofs 
T have already givon, of the facility with which 
you can deliver out facts, and the case “with 
which they are, refuted; and will assist me 
in showing, that, not imaguing you could 
be thus dealt with, you run fiom one error 
into another, whencver it becomes necessary 
to assert or insinuate, for the purpose of 
establishinge or elucidating ary part of the 
charges you have brought forwaid and parsue 
with so much enthusiastic zeal; and tha, you 
are regardless of the means you employ, so 
that you achieve the object you have in view; 
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which, by the bye, savenrs of a prineiple 
adopted once ay the dsciules of Layola” 
We will cont nee the subject td ttle farther. 
You say that, © Piongh the Leg's atire had 
negittived the claumes proposed far thé institue 
tion of fee schools in Indias aad Harsh the 
Court of Directors sorte prepared th petition 
against the adoption of that citutd, hud it nat 
bron withdrawn; you that Dr, Kerr had the pre- 
Kueption to tell Government tliat they errad, 
in not ivstituling such schqols long ago.” ‘Thi 
blow is given for the doubk* pufpose of knoak- 
ing down fhe schools and Dr, Kerr at tho seme 
time. Unfortunately it ovinsed it4 atm andl tins 
Jeft you open to one more violent, aud belter 
directed, againat yourself. The Gourt of Di. 
‘rectors werd, av I have already shown, the 
avowed and streere friends of the institutian 
: and it flourished under their patronage, and by 
theh support, seven yeurs, at leat, betore 
Mr, Wilberforce had paposed thre ahurne ds 
laded to; and it’s notthercfore prcsuinable, tleat 
they could have intended to oppose a mensttro 
that was to give if an increase of sitongth and 
Viggur, Would any men, after having, in the 
impulse of kindness, planted a tread, which he 
henevolently continued to water, and was da. 
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lighted ts he viewed its shooting branct es, ape 
py fo another to toot tap, or become ine 
middl to hint Who gtnerously ptoposed to assist 
his plttpase, and thus add to hic gratifieution ? 

Indeed, sir, Lain almost weary of inteking 
yout misreptdsentations, zand shall leave nan 
bets of then to themselves; for were I to xo 
thtougl your whole mass of fallacy, I should 
be guilty of intruding Gpon the public a yo 
lame much Jarger than your “ Obsei vations 
and Prefatory Remarks,” which 1epeat the same 
Mmitter, ia a different fom, in almost every 
Page they contaih. 

Yagree with you, that “the mind of man 
hever conceived a wilder plan, than that of 
instituting Tree Schools,” * throughout Hindos 
tan,” if “ floe hundred thousand would not suf 
fice 3 becatse the thag 4 inposible But to 
relieve your apprehe ios, LT will tell you, 
tiat such never was the intention, or wish, of 
the friends of tbat mstitution, A comparatively 
Whall number would be amply sufficient for 
all thé objeuts of iis contemplation; namely, 
* to inst-‘uct the children of Lhe natives in our 
language, and mike them aequaimted with our 
Motahey.” And, with all defercnee to your 
wdpétior judgement, it would be mach more ad- 
Vititayeous to this country, if the natives of India 
doula be induced to converse with us in our 
language, instead of their own; because, in 
my humble opinion, to prétail on a conquered 
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people to cultivate the langungo of the con, 
qterors, 18, next to the profession of (he snmu 
religion, the hest expedient that can be adopted 
to reconcile them to, thersitnation, and ulin te 
ly induce them, 'msome measure, to fangetit, Tae fl 
to themselves, they will for over pore over their 
own histories, and other books of every de- 
ser’ption in ther own language, whieh will 
keep fresh in thei memory cirenmatances (ut 
it wore ‘devoutly to be wished’ should be 
obliterated from it; and they will eternally res 
flect on what they wore, and what dhey are: 
and if is not to he imag ned, that the result 
w Il abound with fiiendship, affection, or good 
wishes, towards the power that hay compelled 
their obedience to its authority. 

The people of India are mquusitive after know- 
ledge; and J am persuaded the higher ordars 
of them, both Hindoos and Mahomedans, would 
cheerfully and thankfully send their children to 
our schools, if they were in s'tuations they 
could reach, and wider thore regulations tat 
they should fully understand: they would not 
require “compulsion,” a measure that those 
who sanction such schools hold in abhorrence, 
But you say, “ the institution itself would arm 
all India against us*.” To refute this assertion, 
Thave only to refer to the postiive establishment 
of the institution, éwenly years aga, in the capi- 
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tals of Tanjore and the Great and Little Ma. 
rawas, under the direction of Mr. Swartz, whose 
character you know, and Mi John Sullivan, 
with whom you may be unacqtainted; I 
will therefore take the libeit} tosmention; for 
your information, that he is a gentleman of a 
hberal and comprehensive ‘mind possessed of 
superior talents and abilities; and that he hasa 
thorough knowledge of the character, genius, 
and disposition of the natives of Iid’a, amongst 
whom he resided many years. In those cdtn- 
tries, it did not “arm the inhabitants against 
us,” or give them ilfe least uneasiness, Ilere, 
then, is experience opposed 12 conjecture, 
But perhaps you deny the maxim, “ that expe- 
rience teaches,” It certainly has not instiucted 
you, although it must be admitied you have 
changed characters “ of late years,” as you are 
now as violent in couducting a prosecution, as 
you once were in managing a defence. 
Those, with whom T have been in the habit 
of conversing on the subject of the institution; 
always thought of it favourably, and praised 
it highly. And, with #3 much sincere regard 
and esteem for the people of India; and with as 
powerful an adherence to your “ fixed priiei- 
ple,” as you can possibly boast, I think, with 
Dr, Kerr, that by communicating such liberal 
knowledge as a Christian may instil into ‘the 
minds of the native youth, and fix it there by 
means of English books; the principles of the 
Eg 
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Lindoos may be shaken to their fonndaticn, 
without making auy  almming attack upon 
thew religion.” But you honour the reverend 
doctor on such scntiments, and the induce. 
ments that, asthe imagines, will prevail with the 
Biamins to send their children for such inetrae- 
tion to out free schools, by denouncing bin, aa 
Proposing a cucat aud a (rand, and comparing 
him with the disciples of Loyola” Bnt such 
has ever been the Invgunge bestowed, by the 
opposer's of Chr’stianity, upon those who have 
endeavoured to p omote’ its iméterest. ‘Tho 
dise’ples of our Sav our Suflered it, and De. 

Korr therefore has no right to complain. But, 
gv, conyersaul as you werd, at one periad of 
your life, With the diet of the Jaw, you must 
know that, to establish a evn, the gnéention 
must be previously found criminal; and, in the 
se cnee of moral ty; I believe 16 ian “ ficod prines 
ciple,” that goo cannot originate evil, vet un 
then try De. Kerr, both by the Law and the 
Gospel. Whail, then, were’ his intentions in 
those st gacations, which unite, in your opinion, 
cheating and foul fraud Pm They were, ta 
struct the ignorant i the sacred wuths of our 
religion, loaving it lo their own choige to re 
eeive or reject thems and thos do a great 
good to m Ilions, in whose belwilf he felt him- 
self interested as a man, 0 Christian, and as a 
m nister of the Gospel. And whot benefit 
could he have proposed to himself from the 
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act? No other than that wh ch wauld arise m 
hus own breast, from conscious igetitnde, and 
the conviction thab he had d scharged his daty 
to his God and to his {cllow-creatures. From 
such itentions, so p onsly mformed, no ¢vil 
could possthly result.—It is « received maxim, 
that when the source is ‘pure, the stream, that 
immediately issues from it, cannot be corrupt. 
Hence then it is evident that Dr. Kerr 15 inno- 
cant of the “foul” charge that you had ob. 
jected to himys unless guilt has in these ‘times 
deversed tis natu, and it 1s how become a 
grime to’ per form a beneficent act with the 
most virtuous motives! 

You ave still more severe upon Dy Bucha- 
nan than on Dr, Kerry and your sensibility 
soems to have been deeply «flected by his pio 
posal of * bringing up the destelude children of 
the Hindeos m the Christian religion, by the 
adoption of them into ont Free Schools.” » You 
T dare say know, that in India, and particnlarly 
upon the Corsl, scarcity frequently prevails; 
and that famine sometimes occurs. On those 
melancholy occasions I have witnessed, and 
possibly so have you, parents sclling and other. 
wise abandoning thew childrens and T have 
known that such of those who had fallen into 
the hands of Mahomedaus, were bred Mussel 
men; for those people are at this day ‘as de. 
sirous of making converts as they ever were, 
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although they are erippled tn the compulsary 
means which they ones employed. UW Y ant 
notmisinformed, ‘Tippoo's Chel/a bataltions were 
formed of such children; and that he had 
agents in the Carnatic, and in other countries, 
to collect them, Othars of those children were 
obtained by the Po ‘tuguese, and Teeame eae 
tholica; and numbers perished of hunger. Is it 
aot then tustifiable—-nay, is it not ovr bounden 
duty—-to give shelter and protection to sueh 
destitute, helpless, and misc ablecorphans? and 
would it not be equally justifiable, and equally 
our duty, teeducate them, at our Free Schools 
in tho principles of Christianity? Tor ta what 
ever cast they had belonged, after having par- 
taken of our meals, they never could return te 
itt so that, were we not to bring them up 
Christians, they would not have apy religion, 
and our humanity would become a ernelty: we 
should] have suved their lives; that they might be 
wretched during the whole course of them: they 
would sink into viee, become abandoned, and 
be lost for over! 1 But such objects thus snatah« 
ed from a miserable death and an untimely 
grave, properly instructed in all the duties of 
a Christian, would become valuable members 
of society, and of incalculable benefit. to the 
state, as cultivators of the soil, artizans, mands 
facturers, and in various other employments, 
Jn the course of time they would form a dis 
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tinct elass, like the Symans in the Travancore 
country; and we should see a numerous race 
of our own formation, whose progeny would 
bless our memory in after ages! So that Dr, 
Buchanan, in this particular instance, instead 
of censure, seems entitled to applause; and, al- 
though you may continhe to withhold 1, he 
will receive it from the benevolent and the just 
throughout the world And thus I conclude 
the subject of the Free Schools; a subject that 
you would very probably have passed® over 
without a comment, had it not been Inghly 
gxtolled by Dis, Rerr and Buchanan, and the 
missionaries, as g'ving a promise of assistance 
towards converting tie natives of India to 
Chr'staanity. . 

OF that conversion you have spoken long and 
vehemently, and reprobated, stigmatised, and 
condemned 14; as mischievous and wicked in its 
purposes, and asimpolit’c and disastrous in its 
tendency, You have asserted, that the attempts 
ahenly made t6 its advancement, have created 
“ nniversal alarm, apprehension, and jentonsy 
in the people.” This ¢ an assertion that I dis- 
pute, And now, what proofs have you to sup- 
port it? The anus prohandi rests with you, We 
will not disturh the Vellore mutiny; that ques 
tion, as between you and J, is at rest for ever. 
Have the people comman cated to government 
this combination of horror, and claimed its in- 
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terference ta relieve them from the pressure 
of i? as thal is a channel to pedrosa with 
which they aie well acquamted, and through 
which they have often passed, OF this you 
have piven an anecdote, in the pompous story 
you have told of the f youn ender” and the 
Inngiy boatmen, whose supper he hil pole 
Intec * ET wait for yotur auswer Yan ate sie 
lent! —1 Will interrogate you upon anather 
point, which may lead to the information Cam 
seck tg ; Have the provinces separ ately addrvens- 
ed thor respective Presidepts, collectors, or 
magistrates, who had shown, by driving twe 
clergyman out of Dacex, thar they were well 
disposed to listen ta any complaints sgainst 
muss‘onarics and their plan of conversion t= 
What! still sijent?—- Thon will ask you, for 
my own conjectures are exhausted, by what 
means has the sense of the people, collectively or 
proviagially, been ascertained You ave still 
mute! and “the rerson w obvious =the pea 
ple have never spokon, nox ever perplexed their 
brain with a thought upon the subjeat. The 
* universal dread and alarm,” then, must re 
mai} with you, to whom it exclusively belongs, 
Nor do I conccive that the people of Indin 
would think themselves much obliged to you, 
for ascribing to them foelings, that must reflect 
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reproach upon their liberality, and d'sgrace 
upon their understanding, if they conld possi- 
bly know what you have w itten in relation to 
then, It is fortunate for you, that in the 1¢- 
gion of Ilindostan, where “your are foigotten, 
your hook will never be lnowp. 

Similaily textured are*the adgrms, that, as 
you pretend, have grown out of the encomage- 
ment given to’ the plan « by individuals of 
great political consequence in the government 
of India, bot at home and abroad.” *Pray 
what proof have you that sucli assistance has 
been given, by any other individuals than those 
with whom, as you have uniese vedly declared, . 
such 4 measure would be merilorious®? You 
say, indeed, “In a report of one of the mission- 
ary socicties, I see that two hundred pounds was 
reinitled Lo, Mr. Udney, a member of the supreme 
council af India, AND 'TWO CLURGYMEN,” to be 
employed in aid of the translation of the Serip- 
tures}? But what does this prove? Nothing. 
‘Two hundred ‘pounds, we will say nothing of 
“ the clergymen,” were rerartied (o Mr, Uduey: 
but did he himself appropriate that sum as had 
been required? ov dd he take any active pai{ 
in the plang of the society? Did he advange 
money out of his qwn funds, or otherwise m- 
terfore in promoting those plans? Unless"you 
show something of this kind, you do sfothing. 
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As you are well vosed in the practice of simpy 
position, we will suppose that, instead of Me. 
Udney, you had been a member ofeauneils and 
that the missionary society, whem you have 
applauded as honorable man, without knowi ag 
any thing further of you than from yaur high 
station, had remitted to you the sum of two 
hundred pounds (thé * twa clergymen” are 
out of the case) low wonld yon have acted? 
You would not have thrown the money away ; 
thats prudence would have forbads and you 
would nat have returned it’ to the migiouary 
society; that, politeness would have resisted, 
What, then, would you have done with itd 
leave the quastion with you to answer, whan 
and how you please. Again, do yon, ean you, 
imagine, that if, so cironmstanced, you hard 
actually applied the money as proposed by the 
Missionary society, and that by some very ¢x« 
traordinary and unaccountable moana the trane- 
action had reached the knowledge of tha people, 
they would have considered ‘you as plotting 
the rnin of their religion? If they had, " they 
must be, of all the inhabitants of the globe not 
absolutely in a savage slate, the most contemp- 
tible® But they are too intelligent, too liberal, 
to draw such conclusion from such promises, 
i have shown that they haya no apprehen- 
sion on the subject of their religion, and I dofy 
you to prove the contrary, 11 is from the alarm- 
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fsts who are amongst’ the Ew opeans, and not 
from the people of India, that the plan of con- 
veision has to fear interruption, obstruction, and 
rum; for although you say, in your “ Prefatory 
Remarks,” fiat the Rajah of ‘Travancore d'd 
not allow those of the Syrian church to convert 
Ins Hindoo subjects; yét in your « Observa 
tions,” you tell us, * that for, many centaries 
Christian m'sslonarics have resided in India, 
with the /ree consent of the na'ive princes, who 
allowed them to preach the Gospel, and*make 
as micny conger ts gs they could to the Christian 
Rehgion* ;" and ‘that, if we copy the example 
of tho native princes, and neither give the mis 
sions support, on the one hand, nor discouragé- 
ment on the othert,'no object on can be raised 
to the translation and liberal distribution of the 
Scriptures ;, which, on the contrary, must be 
regarded as highly taudable}.’ 1 give this un- 
der your own authority, from the body of yaur 
pamphlet; and which as it contradicts your 
* Prefatory Remarks,” shows that your opinians 
ave aa versatile as your resentments are impla- 
cable: tho ona can yeadily bo accounted for; 
but the other must rest with your own libe- 
yality to be explpined. 

Tam convinced, from the kuowledge I have 
of the princes and peaple of India, that so long 
as they see themsclves protected by Goysrn- 
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ment inal ther rights bath cfd and redignans, 
as (ey now ar and always have been, they 
vill not eatertun the leat yentonsy uo fifty 
missionares, in adglition to thos ul eady in 
Tocia, wee settled mmongst them Dan alse 
conv need, that wee the rade valeur te offer 
such nupsionnies violence or insult: of any 
kind, they would, npotl a proper re presentatian 
to those proces, be punished in an exemplary 
manyer, In this fect Foam fortified by the 
characle* you have given of their uncommon 
benevo ence towards the profi ssors af Christine 
nity; for you show, that the Portusuese in the 
sixtcenth centary attempted ta pant thear retie 
gion amonast them by fire aud sword, and that 
in consequence they lost tie conquests they 
hail ecqnived ®, yet that, urm nefal of their 
wrongs, and the ervelty and injustice they suf 
fered from snch abonnnable conduct, © the 
Winddo governments have retuned pood for 
evil: for they permit to the descendants of 
those Poitupoese the free oxereive of thei reli 
gion, no are they afaid of the exertions af 
thew miss ona ies. And if they meniest so 
meach.mi (ness and benevolence towatds those 
whose predecessors had been a scourge and e 


* Tn what spurt of the Portuguesa history toox ik appeny 
that Linse paop|s thus actod towards the panple ot India? 
must 16 ar tothe othr asseiionsof the uithor of * Profintar ye 
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curse to them, what w'll they not do for per 
sons whose Government las heen a happiness 
and “a blessing to them?” And if they have 
allowed the missionanes of the former to preach 
the Gospel amongst them, what will they not 
do for those of the latter?, Tumanity operated 


in the one case; grattude must dietate in the 
other. F ' ‘ 

From such the benign disposition of the na- 
tive princes of India towards the preachers of 
the Christian rel gion, and “ the respect in 
which they hold cyery relig’on,” as it not a fair 
eonolusion that our missionaries ‘may freely 


traverse thew dominions, “ and make as many * 


converts as they can,” as long as we leave to 
them the * free cxereise of their seligion and 
their local customs?” Indeed, this is what 
you fully edmil, And what minister of the 
Gospal, whilst follawing the divinely iméek 
preoepts i breathes, for the sole purpose of 
transiusing them into the bosoms of the unbe« 
Jieving, would in any manner attempt to ins 
fringe that freedom? If such a man should be 
found, tha Government would of course in« 
stantly scize und send him to Europe, a4 a dis- 
grace to the religion ho pretended to teachs 
and the measwe would produce the best effect 
npon the minds of the people, both as,to our 
religions principles, and the sentiments of Gas 
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vernment towaids the free exercise of thew 
aun, 

Here I think it necessity that you and 
should come to ay understanding, aa to what 
we respectively mean by secre to the 
people of Indin tic free erereive of ther relis 
gion, Jaws, and local enstous.” ~My soneeps 
ton of 18, that acir bh mples should be sneved + 
that no persov of any other persuasion should 
dare to enter, or tn any way pollute or pret aie 
them; nor interrupt of intafye iu oie pio. 
cessions, If ths be your gpinion also, J will 
repeat to you, that snolif codon ever bis boon, 
and doubtless ever will be, scaured to them. OF 


“this the people are thanselves pertec tly anise 


fied; aud will hye happy im the canstderanan, 
unloss same such “ wild) and vsinuary ideas 
ag-you have thrown ont, shauld eompel them 
to 4 belief, as contrary ta their digpasitian ag it 
ig to tie fnety—that it ia intonded to abuse their 
confidence and contrive their ruin, ander the 
minsk of friendship; and that vo reliance onght 
to be placed in tho assurances of our Go- 
yernment, which professes one thing and ins 
fends another, They are not  tromblingly 
ive” to all the alarms, nor susceptible of 
all that rankling jealousy tonching their re~ 
ligian, as you have painted them: and ax 
they have yo aause ta he otherwise, we must 
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View them as “a passive and submissive poo- 
ple,” amdngst whom the plan of conveision 
May be pursued successfully, even beyo rd the 
expectation of those who have thought most 
favowably of it 

You have spoken of their forycarance In ong, 
instance, I will state another, altho gh it is in 
its nature so shocking as to pive pain and dis- 
gust even in the recital of 14, The late Tippoo 
Sultaun, who united tyranny with bigotry, ren- 
dering the one subservient to the other, ‘alter 
having tricd every } incans that artifice and per- 
suasion could devise, to reconcile Tindoos to 
his Prophet, without snecess, at length had 
recourse (o violence; and, if my intelligence be 
correct, the converts thus obtaned we ¢ not 
from the dregs of the people, but were persons of 
rank, fartung, and high respectability, Yet suct 
proceedings dd not provoke © wasunrections”, 
in h's domin ons; hor exc te any tumult or ds 
order in the Mal ‘atta states, ar the territories 
of any other power by winch they were sure 
younded! Instead of hurhug the diabotical 
despot from his throne, the people remained 
passive and submissive. Whilst I prongunee 
such conduct the most abhorrent and infernal, I 
shall not hesitate to avail myself of the fact it 
holds ont, as @ refutation of your assertions, 
that “the mere preaching the Gospel and the: 
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transtation and go abuilous cneulation ot the 
Serypttres,? can ron ca people, ef snob ts 
ampled unldness at resyenahion, (4 senerad 
tnvarrecton, and once more aulie te ta 
Mahratla war. 

When employed upon your  Prelitory Re: 
marks,” you porhapd had peranuled yorsell, 
that any assertion frova you would have a ac 
tan influence with the pables you hase been 
in India—they have not; and you con seived 
that what you wrote they wera bound to be- 
eve. But, although the pabhe may: be sac 
que'nted with the peaple of Ladiay their habitta, 
mannels, Cos OM, OF Lelig on, Whielt ay per 
son, however Jowrned and industrions, can filly 
comprehend, unless he aclually resides amongat 
them fore series of ycars; aud although they 
may be led into error by rewsoning conceived 
in plausibil ty, and introduced by rank and 
fortunes yet their enlightonad nisl will easily 
penclrate the subtty of art, ant the (lingy 
drapery of soph xtry., “Pho dogeameus and 
honourable feel ng will not endure o charge of 
entl wtention, and raiched desumt, against men 
who profess to conduct others tn the path af 
Virlue-and Uuth, until they shall have received 
& mass of irrefutable facts to suppott ity and as 
Chustians, they will treat with contempt every 
accugMion which would seek to establish, that 
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Englsh missionanes and otheis puipose te 
convert the uatives of India to Christianity by 
foree, ag they well know it to be impossible, 

And here, su, let me teach you, what you 
do not appear to know: Chr stianity shudders 
at acts of force and violence: 1 must convince 
by argument urged in wildness; and the con- 
vert to its doctrines must rel'giously believe 
ther diye otigin, or Le will'not be received. 
© Whosocver liveth, and believeth in ME,” are 
the words of pur Saviour; and as they mist be 
the guide to thas¢ employed im the great work 
of convefsion, force aud compulsjon must be 
for ever siangers to the thoughts Of this 
truth, at least, the people of India nay very 
soon be assured; antl they will ihen yonesate 
and love, that which they now respect and 
ngteam. : 

You speak ot the plan ol conte Gang the nas 
tives of India, as if it were of yesterday's date, 
and that it is the novelty of the maasura thet 
fills their mindy with alarms and apprehens'on, 
Tt is one, however, with which they are inti- 
mately conversant; it is an old acquaintance 
with which they arc fumiiar: they hava wit 
nexsead its progress with their own existence, aud 
know thit their ancestors of very remote ages 
nourished it, ‘The Sy:tans lave been establuhed 
amongst them upwards of sevfeen centuries, and 
are pow incorporated with themselves. Before 
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the Portuguese conquered any part of India, 
Christian missonaies had found ther way 
thither, and preached the Gospel to the peas 
ale s from whom they rereived: protection. and 
respect: and I nay not be very incortect, pers 
hops, in supposing that there ace tis day, in 
India, not less, than Seven Wundred ‘Thousand 
Christians, of various denominations! OF thease, 
the lage majority are Roman Cathahes. Lido 
not mein to ofler any objection to those pous 
ple; fior to throw any impediment in the way 
of their mssionuics. They are Christians, aud 
‘the r efforts to convert the ndtives to Christians 
ity arc laudable and estimable: Io therefore 
cordially wish them success; and I devoutly 
wish success also to every mission, of every other 
suct of Cunistianss whether they be of the “Pros 
testant Church, or are Calvinists, Armenian 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Moravinisa, ov Anti- 
homians "--You see Lam no bigot—And if the 
Tindoo should not be able to discriminate bee 
tween those various sects of Christiana, he may 
readily comprehend what “ pure Christaanity” 
is-its practice will speak for itself, in terms 
that cannot be mistaken, 

Altloug1 Ihave enumerated after you those 
several branches of Christians *, I do not mean 
to proceed with you any farther in the line 
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you continue respecting theing but shall ob- 
serve, that they differ more in form than in 
substance; and that they are united m this 
sentiment, that “pure Chrivtranity” is the otis 
mulus that actuates the whole, although its ope- 
ralions are variously directed. 

On the subject of the Catholics, however, | 
lave to make some fow observations, more in 
relat on to yourself, than to the particular 
faith, You catch at an expression that, had 
fallen from Dr Ker, which, 2s a mere matter 
of religious opmiog, might hive escaped your 
asporitios; the more particularly, as you have 
not thought proper to refute it, and to show 
that his sense of the number and influence of 
the Catholics had been erroncously formed, 
You say, “OF all the inhabitants of the globe, 
not absolutely in a savage state, the most con- 
denpldble and mast insignificant ave (he Romanists: 
in India *.” ‘This deseripticn is so specific, 
perspicnous, and dlocisive, that every one who 
reads must understand it: and the pubhe will 
admil, that so far Dr, Kort must appear to be 
tatally wrong; and your apostrophe of “a 
bare-footed Roman'st” appropriate. But when 
you speak of the pomp and shor, and the saiuly 
and images of the Roman churches} ; and “that 
they have an tanense Clack establishgnent, 
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consisting of archbishops, bishops, and other dige 
nttaries® ; the opinion raised on the mtegrily 
of that desorption to(terg: and when jnsiiucted 
by you, “ that the Portuguese are very ute 
merous on the Coast, the inland of Bombay, aud 
in Bengal ;” and when it ix also known that 
they have éhree very Tine churches at each of 
our presidencies, and*that we haye only ones 
that the city of Goa and ils dependencies are 
thes, and that there are amongst them a 
number of merchants of great .qpulence, aud, 
men of considerable private fortune ; what will 
the public think of your description, ay af you? 
It was given to confound Dr, Kerr: it hog tor. 
minated in a defeat of yourself; which, as the 
general cousequence of all your assertions, is 
not extraordinaly, 

You signify that tha Portuguese of this day 


are principally the descendants, of those mens 


by whose valour the crown, of Portugal waa 
the fist of the Buropeau potentiates who aa 
quived territorial dominign in Jndia,” and that 


*“ they do nat resemble, cither 1 features on 


chargeter, hair ancestors fs —tlin 1s, thay do 
not resemble the Portuguesa who first explorack 
the shores of India: and it woulth be “most 
wonde-fyl” if thay did, as the principal part 
(probably ninety-nine out of a, hundred) of 
them I ave a linc of ancestors in the natives of 
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India, and are converts that have from time to 
time heen made by the Catholic qleigy. The 
Syrians in the Rajah of Lrayancore’s dominions 
are of asimilar description: some few of whom 
may possibly have sprung from the ,original- 
Syrian stock, but the great majority ave cons 
verts, ar the descondants Of converts, fiom the 
Aborigines of India, This also ovinees, that 
the converts fibm the natives to Christian'ty 
are fay more numerous than you had calculated 
on; and gives another proof that the plan of 
conversion has not so many difficulties to ene 
counter ag you have declared ; and.that it will 
nat provoke those alarms and apprehensions 
which you ligve so repeatedly asserted, So 
that your Italian Friend at Bengal must have 
misled you, in the information he gave of the 
converts he had made “in twenty yeais; or 
it is posable thats ike many of his brethreny, 
he projerred the ease and good things of tho- 
life; and that im the lap of Insury he had be- 
come decaf tu tho mandates of lis duty, There, 
are some of the Catholic missionaties wha are 
pious, good men; and I hear this testimony of 
their worth with grateful pleasura, : 
The missionaries both of the Catholic’ and 
Protestant persuasion, have, to my own know. 
ledge, made numerous converts in all parts of 
India; and they have the greatest facilities 
open to them tot make many more, But 
¥@ 
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then, you insist that they must he oubrasts 
sud from the rege af the peoples such as 
the IZallachores, and those who asociate with 
them For a moment Twill coincide with you; 
and then we will consider who these people 
arc, ‘The Hallachores are of the lowest dr. 
sorption of the Aborigines, “and perform every 
menial office;", and T know the Unndoos will 
no more unile with them, than they will with 
Europeans; consequently, there can be no 
objection to the converting of thove, But there 
is nothing sad against thoi moral character; 
and their mimbers are very considerable, As 
to the oul-casts, or those who haye salered a kind 
of perpetual, “ excommunication,” they may, 
notwithstanding the stigma thus aflixed by the 
society to which they once belonged, be men of 
good morals—~as we are told by you, that 2 
Bramin, merely for having had « little cow- 
broth forced down his throat, became an aut 
cast; and all the tnfluonce of the Goyermment 
of Bengal could not obtain his reinstatement, 
{f, then, weshould be able to convert auch men, 
so situated, do you not imagine it would be an 
ample compensation for all the trouble we 
should take, and the trifling sums we should 
disburse to that end? 

But we will consider the whole of those peo- 
ple to be as déptaved in their morals as they 
ave debased by situation: they would rill be 
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Mrn: and to rendor them moral men, by giving 
to them the lights of Christianity, and prevail- 
ing upon them to “ siz 20 more,” would be the 
most acceptable offermg that could be made 
to Gop, the Maker of us all, and in whose eye 
all men ave equal, unless distinguished by thelr 
acts, Certamly: no one can ‘deny it; and 
thercfore to coayert such me), 1s awork hghly 
worthy of the undertaking, and most honour- 
able to those who give it ther support. »And 
may we not, il the progress of converting those 
men, entertain th. hope of prevailing with 
others, of very different habits, and nfore respect- 
able situations? Why uot? You say it 1s m- 
possible; because the natives are so strongly 
attached to their religion, that they would lose 
theirlives indefendingit, Admitted: What then? 
All nations diave manifested a similar affection 
for the same object; and yet inany of them have 
become converts to some other ieligion, totally 
different, in all its Cenets, rites, and ceremonies, 
from ‘their own, Is theie not a precedent, a 
very sttoug one, ta be found amongst the an- 
cient Greeks and Romans, the most polished 
and the most acute people in the world® But 
there is no occasion for argument, when the 
page of history furnishes so many and such 
incontrovertible proofs upon this subject, such 
as cannot fail to convince the most incredulous, 
And silence the most determined sceptic, 
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T will hera oursor ly remark, that you rate 
the attachment of the Hindous to their local 
custonis rather too high. The yarenot what they 
were forty years ago, We have ance that time 
violated some of then local custams—nand yot 
they icmaned passive, TL was a violence, 
it strue, that humanity led tos yet it still was 
a violence. Tallude to the bord custom of 
burning women {o death on the funeral piles 
of their deceased husbands, Tormerly a Bra- 
min would not approach the doo of a gent e- 
main’ house when he wa¢ at dinvear, lest ae 
shotld be contaminated by the efluvium of the 
meats on Ins table: now ho will, if permiticd, 
sit down in the same room with the utmost in- 
diffevronce, At tho period alluded to, thoy 
showed a disinclination Lo enter upon the topic 
of their religion: now they discuss it freely, 
and will candidly acknowledge a number of is 
gross absurdities, 

Opon the whole, I am conyineed that, so 
soon as the principles of our :eligion shall haye 
been judie ously explained to thom, they will 
see and confess the fallacy of thoir awn, 

Ihave read the Ictter from Mr. Twining, ad» 
dressed to the Chairman of the Court of Di- 
rectors, to which in your “ Prefatory Re- 
marks” you have referred your readers; and 
although J have not the pleasure of being 
known to that gentleman, I respect both his 
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head and his heart. I am fully persuaded that 
his motives were purée; and that he wrotd from 
hus impressions. Of his candour and liberality, 
those who were present at the last gencral 
Court of Proprietors can bear the most pleasing 
testimony, THe acknowledged an error, in str- 
m sing that the letter from the Rev David 
Brown, of whieh he has’ given.an extract, had 
been addressed to the deputy chairman; and. 
the manner in which he apologised on thé oc- 
casion, showed that he felt what he expressed, 
He neither accusgs not reviles any man, Tid 
states circumstances that he had “© lately 
heard," and which had olarmed him for the * 
swfety of India: and he reasons upoh them 
hypothetically and ingeniously: his languageé 
is at oncd manly and energetic, mild and conci- 
liatoly. T.hope ere this he will have been coh. 
vineed that his information was thaccutate ; 
and that he has no lotiger any cause for re. 
taining the apprehensions it had awakened in 
his breast, 

As connbeted with his letter, and thdeed the 
principal occasion of it, Mr. Twining had given 
exttacts from letlers and books that litive telatigti 
to the Bible Society, and has slightly comment: 
ed upon both; but as you have gore over the 
same groand, and descanted upon it much more 
at large, I shall again address myself to you; 
from whom I learn, that in India the mission- 
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anes, and the likerality of the Bible Socit ty, 
can praduce nothug but michef®, Yet 
“« you be weve the Bible Society smcere iu ther 
profcestons that Lhey abhor percentian for eons 
science’ sake > Naw thase who abhar perecu 
fion in matters of religion amet be men of b- 
Deral sentiments, and” would, in Consccnence, 
revolt af the idea of itlertering ‘1 the rel’ LOUs 
rites and customs of others, And this bongs 
the only point of your considciation, how do 
you Mamta your assert on? ¢You answer, 
Decause they asnint he mussidnates | Bab this 
“will not sufice; because, turning from your 
«<Prefatory Romarks” to your “ Observations,” 
Tiind ths passage: Dr, Buchanan says that 
the four Gospels have been translated and i- 
berally d suibuted, Lf thaw hay becu done at 
th, expense of the Bible Society of England, o 
of the other rehgious societies of Murope, the 
micagure was leudable§.” Again, then, you ave 
sclfcondenmucd. * 

But not content with the cflorts you had 
made to myure the Bible Socicty, hy villifying 
their acts in Indias aud as if you fell a secret 
monitor within, warning yon, that the shalt you 
had there thrown at thom had recoiled upon 
yoursell; you fly aff to Spansh America, and 
represent that cithe: the By ilish or foreign “Bible 
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Society” ad sent a missionary to Buenos 
Ayres, as soon as they heard of the captue 
of that c ty; which,” you assert, © was a moasd 
Alagrant vtolation of the public fauh*, OL this 
assertion, What proof have you? How do you 
know that either of the Bible Societ es had sent 
a missionary to Buenos Ayes; of whether 
there actually was any’ p-otcatant missionary 
there? Again, and tlus 1s the only important 
part, Tow was the sending out such mussignary, 
if one was actually sent, “ @ nos? flagrant,” ov 
any “ breach of the public faith?” Where is. 
your proof? You have none! And this, Lam 
constrained to repeat, is the wind ng up of all 
your assertions! 

Trom assertion you once more resort to insi- 
nualion, and argue that “ the universal hatred 
of the Spanards, of which the general and ad. 
mural complam, is more Likely to have been 
‘aused from the policy of sending out a Pro- 
destant missionny, than by any other circum. 
aluncet.” You, sir, have often surprised me, 
by the boldness with which you have uttered 
unfounded assertions, and your pertinacity in 
repeating illiberal insmuations; but your con+ 
duct in the present instance excites my wonder 
and astonishment, and myst draw down upon you 
the indignation and resentment of every ho- 
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aourable mind, I know not how to class itt 
is monstrous! The most vindictive malice infa- 
riated by passion, and resolved on the darkest 
desigiis, contd not hav adopted more corre 
sponding means, Let nies however, ask, what 
circumstance have you to offer, that ean give 
the colouring of possiihty to what yon wonld 
establish as a probability? The expedition is 
returned from Buenos Ayres: Deve you made 
any éigu ry amongst the oflicers who were om. 
ployed upon it? "They aro men ‘of honour and 
intogity, and you might lave obtomed from 
them intelligence on which you could have de- 
pended, I reiterate, did you ask any of thoge, 
whether it was probable, or posmble, that a 
Protestant missionary had been seut to Buenos 
Ayres? and if he had, whether he could have 
induced alf the reproaches with which the 
Spaniards loaded our troops, and of which the 
General and Admiral complain? Nol no! 
You knew that a question upon the subject 
would have confounded you, and that those to 
whom it had been directed would have sup- 
posed that you cilher intended to insult them, 
or thE you were an object of their compassion 
as suffering under a privution of your reason. 
Again, shifting your ground, you once more 
make positive assertion, that the Brinsh and 
Foreign Bible Societies, had we regained poss 
session of Buenos Ayres, would equally have 
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violated the publio faith, by sending dut Bibles 
in the Spanish or American langage to that 
city *#! Tad your evil star exerted all its powers 
tu demonstrate to the world that you are blind- 
ed by your prejudices, and hurried away by 
your resentments against those whom you have 
undertaken to persecute, it could not have 
stimulated you 10 amore effectual mode. 
Your rancour is never to be satisfied, although 
you sacrifice to its cravings every thingéhat is 
dear in individual consideration, ovary thing 
that 1s valuable in goneral estimation. Your 
passion raging, instead of diminishing by the. 
continued violence of its exertions, rises higher 
and higher, J pray you to watch over it, lest 
it should prove fatal to yourself You who 
have been in India, must have seen the scorpion 
destroy itself by its own yvenomf. I make you 
a present of the fact: you will know how to ap- 
ply it. 

And is it for you, sir, 10 talk of « countéract- 
ing tho benevolent dosigns of the Almighty },” 
or of the porversion of a passage in.the Gospel, 
which inculeates the doctrine of “ peace on 
earth, and good will amongst all men§?”*~you, 
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who insult the essence of the Divinity, hy en- 
deayouring to destroy the harmony of his 
creatures, and to prevent the fulfilment of his 
commands? Oh fie. Oh fie 

Your compar'son of the condact of the 
Bible Sogiety al Buenos Ayres with that of 
James the Second * in Knglind, like au anecdote 
you give of Sir Robert Murray, Keith" one 
Tuesday at the drawing-room, ins your pie- 
sence, ’—could nol, as ib appcars to me, have 
been introduced for any other ptirpase than to 
announce, that you have read history, and diab 
you have béen at court, What progress you 
made in the former, {dare not hazard a conjec- 
ture; but I may venture to say, that you did 
not profit, as you might have done, by the lat- 
ter-—Our gracions sovereign is a devyont Clays 
tian, and Ins great Grandfather patronisud that 
zeal which you condomn. 

Tn a former part of my fetter [ haye ob- 
served, that you had unaccountahly connected 
the Bible Society and the missionaries in India, wv 
if the one acted under the orders, or wera some= 
how subject to the controul of the other, Your 
intention is obvious; but it is easily defeated. 
They are totally sc parate and distinet from cach 
other. Those missianaries aro under the Mis 
sionary Sccicties, who appuint them to their 


* Pref, 59, b Ibid, 2. 
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réspective stations, yond give them insti. 
tions for the rule of their conduct; and af you 
wall lake the (rouble to exam ne the “Statement 
af the Committee of tho Baptist Muss onary 
Soaloty,” to which I have before referred; you 
will loan that (hose instructions are m tho pure 
spirit of philanthropy aid toleration, Taey 
prolnbit the missianaries from “ attacking the 
prejudices of the natives, by exhib'ting with 
acrimony the sins of thor gods; and enjoin 
them, “ to treat those natives with gentiness 
and affection, knowWimg that the ical conquests - 
of the Gobpel are those of love.” (The sphere 
of the Bible Society may be inderstood from, 
their own designation. The Bible Society have 
no connexion with any othe: body; nor are 
they concerned in distributing raligious tracts. 
“thbe particnlar province as in relation to the 
Voly Scriptures—-that sacicd volume, which 
you have treated with a levity of expression, 
that you may reconcile to your own feelingy,, 
int which the public mnst abhor,  Lyery sor 
ciety havo thew own rules: the Bible Socigty 
have theiig; and which, together with the plan 
of their institution, are already before the, pub- 
lic. In those, their reasons, objects, and pri; 
ciples are explained, and the publichaye given, 
to them thei+ approbation, ‘There is also a 
pamphlet lately published by the Rev. Mr. 
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not have been understood or read hy the penple, 
as “t ey camot speak a word of Kaghsh. 
Uow then could these writings have produced 
any offect upon the’r mind? Believe inc, sr, 
the reverend doctor, when in tie aecluaion of 
relirement be shall sean his actions, and coms 
pare them with the views in whieh they were 
employed, will not find his tanquillity half so 
much disturbed on lis own, as he will upon 
your account. le will find consolation iw 
those Scuiptures, the comforts of whieh it has 
been his anxious wish to diffuse in the hearts of 
“others; but where, he will exclaim to hunselh will 
+ you, who have snecred at them, find it for 
such are the foclings of a Christian towards « 
fellow-creatuic —Conccience sometimes sleeps, 
but it is also sometimes awake; ond when 
yours quits its slumber, you may find at infi- 
nitely move alarming and terrible m its opera 
trons upon your feclings than the preaching of 
the Gospel, and the translation and gratuitous 
circulation of the Scriptures, conld posibly 
have produced among the people of India, who 
“most fortunately,” a4 T have repeatedly shown, 
were never troubled with a thought upon the 
subject, 

* Dr. Buchanan and the reverend Mr. Brown 
have been removed, as you had beon informed, 
from their respective offices of provost and 


